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call-ins, he was showered in prizes, win-
ning everything from albums to movie 
tickets. Later, at the age of 17, he went to 
a movie where he was confronted by the 
program director at his local radio sta-
tion. At that point, all of the employees 
knew him. The program director hired 
him, and he has worked in radio ever 
since. 
 Minor is the one behind 98Q’s 
music choices, so naturally, I ask him 
who his favorite musician and preferred 
type of music is. Minor offers to show me 
his iPod. “It’s loaded with so much dif-
ferent stuff,” he says. Among the artists 
he listed as his favorites were Josh Gro-
ban, 50 Cent, “a bunch of stuff from the 
90s,” R&B music, Def Leppard, and Fleet-
wood Mac. He says he likes all types of 
music.
 If you didn’t know, each and ev-
ery morning on 98Q, Minor tells odd but 
funny stories — something that he really 
takes pride in. In fact, many people know 
him from the stories he tells. Because of 
this, I ask him where he gets his stories. 
Minor laughs. “Lots of wild websites,” he 
says, “... sites for radio stations.” 
 Minor tells me that he goes on 
the air at 6 a.m. every morning, so every 
day, he gets to his office at 5, and looks 
for funny, entertaining, and satisfying 
stories from these websites. 
 “What was the most memorable 
story you’ve ever told?” I ask. Minor tells 
me that everyone has one story that they 
remember, but that his favorite was from 
the first day he worked at 98Q. When Mi-
nor was just moving into his new house, 
he rented a U-Haul truck to make the 
move easier. As he was driving the truck, 
his GPS told him to turn onto the Merritt 

Parkway — a highway which does not al-
low trucks. Suddenly, people started pull-
ing up next to the truck, yelling “no,” and 
wagging their fingers. Finally, Minor got 
the idea and pulled off the road right be-
fore an overpass that could have totaled 
the truck. The police came and saved the 
day.
 I ask Minor, “Do you do inter-
views on 98Q?”
 “Yes,” says Minor, “just recently 
we had the Ridgefield guy who was on 
The Voice.” He tells me that 98Q often 
does interviews of musicians and TV ce-
lebrities. He told me that to book many 
of these interviews, the station actually 
has to apply.
 As a follow-up question, I ask 
Minor, “Who was the most interesting 
person you ever interviewed?”
 Minor tells me that he doesn’t ac-
tually remember. He did say though, that 
it was probably someone he met while he 
worked at an R&B station in Virginia. It 
was there, after all, that he was able to 
meet Beyonce before she made it big.
 As I left, Rich Minor told me a 
few things. First off, he is a big fan of re-
ality TV, including my personal favorite 
show, The Amazing Race. In fact, he ap-
peared on Wheel of Fortune in 2006. He 
also told me that he has been working 
on the show Beat Shazam, which airs in 
May. As I walk into the 98Q parking lot, 
I look back. Minor is standing just inside 
the glass doors with a faraway look in his 
eyes. 
 He’ll be back, bright and early, 
tomorrow.

 Thanks to Minor and to 98Q for the 
interview.

The first thing I notice when I walk 
into Rich Minor’s office is the enor-

mous basketball hoop hanging on the 
wall. Then I see the Gangnam Style bob-
blehead. Minor shakes my hand. 
 “Sit down; make yourself com-
fortable,” he says.  
 Minor is about 5 foot 11, with 
gray hair and glasses. When I meet him, 
he is wearing an electric blue and yellow 
coat that looks brighter than the sun. He 
has a bubbly and excited personality — 
just what you would want from a radio 
host. 
 I take another look around the 
office — 98Q posters and memorabilia 
line the walls. These posters represent 
Minor’s life now — the top of the pyramid 
— but where did the host of Danbury’s 
98Q start? How did he get to where he is 
now? What will he do in the future? All 
of these questions run through my head, 
but for the moment, I start with a simple 
one. 
 “Where are you from?” 
 Minor tells me he is originally 
from Richmond, Virginia. When he was 
17, he started in radio there. Later, he 
moved to Roanoke VA and then to Hobo-
ken, New Jersey in 2002. He then moved 
back to Virginia, and finally settled in 
New England in 2008. 
 I ask Minor how he began his 
radio career. He’s excited to answer this 
one. He tells me that at the age of 10, he 
saw an episode of PM Magazine, a reality 
TV show, in which a six-year-old talked 
about how much he wanted to be a DJ. 
 The clip inspired Minor, who 
says that he won 179 radio call-in con-
tests from the ages of 10 to 17. For these 

If you’ve ever ridden the bus, odds 
are you’ve listened to 98Q. And 
with the station comes the host- 

Rich Minor. On Monday, March 
4th, I headed into Danbury to 

interview him.

INTERVIEW

AARON COHEN, ‘21
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AN INTERVIEW WITH 
98Q’S RICH MINOR
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The screen lit up again, its blue glow 
catching my eye. I scrolled through 

the notifications absentmindedly at first. 
After that logo had popped up several 
times, however, I frowned and opened 
the app. 
 I had never received so many Face-
book notifications in such a short period 
of time.
  In response to our recent technolo-
gy edition, I had made efforts to decrease 
my use of social media. Facebook, how-
ever, had never been one of my frequent-
ed sites. Despite my vow to avoid partici-
pation in the pointless online arguments 
that so often erupt on controversial posts, 
here I was—participating. 
  It is far too easy to be drawn into 
social media disputes. When these dis-
putes are among peers, they can quickly 
become stressful and heavy with real-life 
implications. Yet when these discussions 
are on relevant and polarized topics, such 
as gun violence, are they necessary?
  Social media provides an envi-
ronment unlike any other in that many 
people freely and openly express their 
opinions. The anonymity comforts some, 
while for others the space between one 
screen and the next is a relished freedom.
  This is particularly true within 
closed groups, such as the Facebook pag-
es of high school classes or even of our 
town. In the case of this particular in-
teraction, the manner in which opinions 
were expressed not only would have been 
unacceptable on other pages of social 
media – the dispute most likely wouldn’t 
have occurred in the first place.
  Is it not our responsibility to use the 
resources available to us? Closed pages 
are created by and for us, and they are 
malleable. The senior class Facebook 
page was created with a specific intent, 
yet it is also an ideal site for discussions 

such as those on gun violence. As a rel-
atively safe, controlled environment, it 
offers many the rare opportunity to share 
their opinions and speak their minds in 
ways that perhaps would be avoided in 
face-to-face or monitored interactions.
  As students, as citizens, and as teen-
agers, we have much more power than we 
are often given credit for. Communica-
tion is vital to reach any conclusion. At a 
time when brilliant young people our age 
(and even from our school) are creating 
waves, we must engage more than ever 
with one another.
 Despite this power, conversations 
are all too often shut down before they 
can yield any progress. We make claims 
that conversations occur in the wrong 
place or at the wrong time, excuses that 
disguise the discomfort that motivates 
many to avoid the discussions in the 
first place. Fundamental disagreements 
on the subject matter masquerade as 
debates over timing and location. Sup-
pressed tensions boil over into petty ar-
guments, and topics such as gun violence 
are written off as being too divisive. 
 The underlying issue is that many 
believe out attempts to reach consensus 
to be futile. 
 Conversation changes the ways we 
see each other and opens our minds to 
all opinions, both conservative and lib-
eral. Without it, we’re all digging in our 
heels and covering our ears. I firmly be-
lieve that any conversation establishes a 
platform for future discussion. It opens 
doors and builds new environments. We 
have the power to create change, not 
only in our own communities, but within 
each other and across the nation. Agree-
ment may not occur after each dispute, 
but as long as we approach each other 
with open minds, progress towards that 
change can be made. 

Starting 
the Conversation

E S S A Y  •  E M M A  B R U C E  ‘ 1 8

Communication 
is vital to reach 
any conclusion.

Conversation changes 
the ways we see each 
other and opens our 
minds to all opinions, 
both conservative and 
liberal. Without it, 
we’re all digging in 
our heels and cover-
ing our ears.
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Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School 
do not want our “thoughts and prayers;” 
they want us to recognize that the deaths 
of 17 of their classmates and teachers 
could have been prevented. They demand 
action, and they demand that students 
across the nation demand action from 
their legislators. 

 So yes, our walkout mission 
statement was modified, but it would 
have been inappropriate for RHS, a pub-
lic high school, to have aligned with 
one particular political ideology. And 
although the mission statement did not 
explicitly tell students to reflect on the 
impact gun violence has on schools, it is 
hard to participate in a walkout honoring 
the 17 victims of the Parkland shooting 
without thinking about gun violence and 
how it can be prevented. 
 Our walkout was not perfect 
because a “perfect” walkout or protest 
is simply impossible. Rather than tram-
pling over the individual’s post that crit-
icized the RHS March 14th walkout with 
several Facebook posts defending it (I, 
too, participated in that effort), we must 
reflect on what we can do better in the 
future. 
 Among the hundreds of public 

schools that participated in the Nation-
al School Walkout there was one over-
whelmingly common theme that was 
absent from Ridgefield’s: student voices. 
Amity Regional High School, located in 
Woodbridge, CT, also held a nonpartisan 
school walkout. During the thirty min-
utes of their event, eight students gave 
apolitical speeches about the necessity of 
change and youth activism. 
 At Shorewood High School, a 
public high school in Wisconsin, student 
leaders gave empowering speeches urg-
ing their classmates to take action and 
make their voices heard.  Some schools 
chose not to allow their students to walk 
out, opting to hold assemblies where 
students could discuss strengthening 
the bonds among the student body and 
school safety measures. It is disappoint-
ing that our walkout was so quiet consid-
ering how vocal our student body is. 
 During the planning process 
for the walkout, there was concern that 
seventeen minutes would not be enough 
time to include both a walk around Tiger 
Hollow and an open mic, but the mod-
ified advisory schedule allocated thirty 
minutes for the walkout. For some stu-

The Silence That Was A Little Too Deafening 
TARA KRISHNA ‘19 ESSAY

I        consider it a privilege to be a part 
of a school that supported student par-
ticipation in the National School Walk-
out held on March 14. However, as one 
of the student organizers of the walkout, 
I could not help but feel a bit frustrated 
and upset when an individual posted on 
Facebook criticizing how the event was 
organized and how the aspect of protest 
was lost in RHS’s interpretation of the 
walkout. 
 My immediate reaction was how 
could someone criticize the walkout when 
over 98% of the student body participated? 
The “Lap of Love” was beautiful and moving. 
 But I soon realized that the criti-
cism was not entirely unwarranted. 
 We did convolute some of the in-
tentions of the walkout. We did do every-
thing in our power to strip our walkout of 
any possible politicization. RHS’s walk-
out mission statement repeated phrases 
like, “This is a non-partisan event” and, 
“This is a day of positivity, it is not a po-
litical march.” But the Women’s March 
Youth Empower #ENOUGH campaign, 
the organization promoting the March 
14th walkout, had a very different mis-
sion statement from ours. 
 “Students and allies are organiz-
ing a National School Walkout to demand 
Congress pass legislation to keep us safe 
from gun violence at our schools, on our 
streets, and in our homes and places of 
worship.We view this work as part of an 
ongoing decades-long movement for gun 
violence prevention, in honor of all vic-
tims of gun violence…” 
 The difference between our 
statement and the Youth Empower or-
ganization’s? We left out the part about 
gun violence prevention. The students of 

Sharing a voice 

does not always 

need to have 

partisan motives.

Photo courtesy of Alycia Wong, ‘18.
Taken at March for Our Lives, NYC.
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dents, the entire walk took less than 10 
minutes. 
 Since our school walkout heavily 
emphasized nonpartisanship rather than 
anti-gun violence (the latter of which is 
not necessarily a partisan issue if one 
can separate gun control reform from 
anti-gun violence), there were no chants 
of “Never Again” or the opportunity for 
students to speak about the importance 
of youth activism and empowerment, or 
civic participation. 
 In fact, the only posters at the 
“Lap of Love” were the ones made by 
student organizers. In contrast to the si-
lence of our walkout, many of the post-it 
notes on our ‘What Are Your Hopes and 
Dreams?’ posters had phrases like, “I 
hope we can continue to use our voice,” 
and “I hope that more people will use 
their voices to speak up for what they be-
lieve in,” yet somehow we seem to be un-
able to fulfill this hope and dream when 
the perfect opportunity presents itself.  
 I understand that it may be un-
fair for me to draw comparisons between 
our school walkout and other schools’ 
walkouts. After all, I did help organize 

ours. But we could have done more to 
mobilize the student body. Looking back 
on it, we should have encouraged people 
to make their own posters and walk with 
them. We should have asked students 
to submit poetry and written pieces ex-
pressing apolitical thoughts regarding 
student activism, empowerment, and the 
necessity of change, and they could have 
read those pieces as the march proceeded 

down Tiger Hollow. Sharing a voice does 
not always need to have partisan motives, 
nor should we ever feed into that notion. 
 It is crucial to facilitate open 
dialogue about gun violence and safety, 
not because there is one perfect solution, 
but because there is so much diversity 
in the opinions students hold regarding 
the issue. Instead of further contributing 
to the hyper-polarized political climate, 
we must encourage people to leave the 
echo-chambers of their own opinions 
and stop villainizing the opposition. 
Change does not happen without com-
promise. Change does not happen unless 
we are willing to listen and understand 
the opposition.  Change does not happen 
if we stay silent out of politeness. 

It is crucial to facilitate 

open dialogue about 

gun violence and safe-

ty, not because there 

is one perfect solution, 

but because there is so 

much diversity in the 

opinions students hold 

regarding the issue. 

I told my mom that I loved her 
and entered the doors of a building overflowing with education.
I shifted throughout the halls from period to period,
Talking about soccer games and summer camp.
The shots rang out.
I downed a cup of coffee 
so the students wouldn’t see me falling asleep 
during this morning’s lesson.
Confusion began to spark.
Murmurs and hushes.
I rushed the students to the back of the classroom.
The shots rang out.
I went over the plays for our next game.
I congratulated my star player,
and shifted through some paperwork. 
Running and screaming in the halls.
Closer it got.
The shots rang out.
I made a joke, and a new friend.
At my new and slightly more familiar school.
I made it to the back of the classroom
The shots rang out.
I twirled my long hair.
Dreaming of somewhere far off.
Anywhere but here. 
Anywhere except school.
Locked in a classroom, with faces I barely knew.
The terror struck us all like a truck.
My twisted lock of hair fell flat.
The shots rang out.Po
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Why should I feel safe at school?
When anyone can walk in with me in the morning, without any form of identification 
necessary?
When 18 year olds can get access to guns in an hour, and without an extensive back-
ground check in more than half the states in America?
When a school shooting in the news is not an outlier in America?
Why should I feel safe at school?

Why should teachers feel safe at school?
When congressmen neglect safety of schools, in order to line their pockets with mon-
ey from the NRA?
When they probably know someone who has been affected by gun violence?
When they routinely practice drills to practice for an active shooter?
Why should they feel safe?

Why should my classmates feel safe at school?
When it can happen to the safest city in Florida?
When it can happen 306 times in 5 years?
When it can happen to anyone?
Why should they feel safe?

Why should anyone feel safe?
When the gun problem in the United States is twisted and scapegoated into other 
non-issues?
When conspiracy theorist claim, and people believe that real victims are crisis actors, 
and working for a political party?
When people are affected by gun violence everyday that don’t make the headlines?
Why should anyone feel safe?

We shouldn’t feel safe
Not until things change

Why 
Should 
We Feel
Safe?

Poem

Matt Brooks, ‘20

The freshman boys basketball team 
had a very successful season.  They 

won 13 games and lost four.  But they 
couldn’t have done it without Shreyas 
Nandan.
 Shreyas Nandan, ‘21, was made 
team manager in December following 
team tryouts.  Shreyas was in charge of 
many tasks this season: keeping track of 
the scoreboard and clock, keeping stats, 

helping with the lineup, and keeping the 
players motivated.  Shreyas worked to 
make every practice both fun and com-
petitive.
 Shreyas’ work as manager did 
not go unappreciated; his teammates and 
coach felt lucky to have him on the team. 
The freshman boys basketball coach, Mr. 
Peterkin, says, “Shreyas was a huge help 
to our team this season.  He has gained 
a lot of confidence working as team 
manager and he doesn’t require a lot of 
instruction, which is great.  He leads by 
example and is a good influence for all of 

his teammates.”
 Shreyas’ teammate, Mike Zvon, 
‘21,  agrees with Coach Peterkin.  He says, 
“Our whole team loved having Shreyas 
be a part of our team and he was like a 
teammate.  He was a good team manager 
and an even better kid.”
 Shreyas shares that his expe-
rience this season was truly a positive 
one.  He says, “I really felt like part of the 
team.  I was more than happy to help out 
this season.”  His message to RHS stu-
dents?  “Hard work pays off”.

Freshman Boys Basketball 
Team Manager Leads Team 
to Success
Sports        Sara Hunt ‘19
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For decades, the gun control debate 
has been a central front for contro-

versy in the United States. As mass shoot-
ings continue to plague the nation, such 
issues are brought further into focus. The 
massacre at Marjory Stoneman Douglas 
High School in February sparked a revo-
lution of support for gun reform. As the 
rising generation of the future, we must 
be willing to show our dissent and ar-
dently fight for change. 
 On average, 96 Americans are 
killed every day from firearms — that’s 
96 friends, mothers, fathers, relatives, 
and children whose innocent lives were 
taken by the pull of a trigger. As gun vi-
olence becomes increasingly prevalent in 
the United States, the need for gun re-
form grows. Some gun rights supporters 
defend their right to the Second Amend-
ment, often quoting the Constitution: 
“The right of people to keep and bear 
arms will not be infringed” 
 However, the Second Amendment 
refers to the right to keep and bear arms 
as one of “a well regulated militia.” This 
suggests the stated freedom to carry a 
gun may belong only to the national de-
fense force, not individuals.
 In some countries, the only way that 
a civilian can obtain a gun is to undergo 
an extremely detailed and complicated 
background check — much more strin-
gent guidelines than those in the US, 
which dictate only that a citizen pass a 
simple background check. According to 
an article published by the New York 
Times in March, the steps to buy a gun in 
Japan are as follows:

1. Take a firearm class and pass a 
written exam, which is held up to 
three times a year. 
2. Get a doctor’s note saying you are 
mentally fit and do not have a history 
of drug abuse. 
3. Apply for a permit to take fir-
ing training, which may take up to a 
month. 
4. Describe in a police interview why 
you need a gun. 
5. Pass a review of your criminal his-
tory, gun possession record, employ-
ment, involvement with organized 
crime groups, personal debt and re-
lationships with friends, family and 
neighbors. 
6. Apply for a gunpowder permit. 
7. Take a one-day training class and 
pass a firing test. 
8. Obtain a certificate from a gun 
dealer describing the gun you want. 
9. If you want a gun for hunting, ap-
ply for a hunting license. 
10. Buy a gun safe and an ammuni-
tion locker that meet safety regula-
tions. 
11. Allow the police to inspect your 
gun storage. 
12. Pass an additional background 
review. 
13. Buy a gun
 

 As a result of this extensive regula-
tion on civilians that can carry firearms 
in Japan, no more than 10 gun deaths 

occur every year. That’s equivalent to ap-
proximately .03% of the deaths that oc-
cur in America due to gun violence every 
year.
 Currently in the United States, the 
gun purchasing background check con-
sists of examining criminal records, im-
migration status, and domestic violence 
records, though according to the same 
article in The Times, “roughly a third of 
American gun owners buy guns without 
a background check, which federal law 
does not require when buying directly 
from a private seller.” 
 As a result of this minimal regu-
lation on civilian gun ownership, over 
33,000 gun deaths occur every year. It is 
absolutely imperative that our govern-
ment implement stricter gun control. 
The undeniable success of regulations in 
other countries proves that such reform 
would have a groundbreaking positive 
impact on this country, so that no man, 
woman, or child should ever have to fear 
for their lives or the lives of their friends 
and family. 
 As our generation leads the revolu-
tion for gun reform, we should contin-
ue to fight with upright zeal — until we 
can change the future of our nation. We 
should continue the fight until every cor-
rupt politician bought off by the NRA is 
voted out of office. Until money does not 
bribe them to fight against gun reform. 
Until gun regulations are implemented 
to exponentially decrease gun deaths. 
Until not a single other mass shooting 
claims the lives of innocent people. 

The Argument 
for Gun Control
O P I N I O N  •  I R I S  D E F I N O  ‘ 2 1
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The year is 2018. One would think 
that, after thousands and thousands 

of years, our world would be free of hate 
and discrimination. We (The United 
States of America) have accomplished 
a lot in the past 200 years. Anyone over 
eighteen can vote no matter what race or 
gender they are, they can marry whom-
ever they want, and they can, with a lit-
tle determination, become whatever they 
chose to be. But now, it is almost as if we 
are taking steps backward, undoing what 
took us so long to finally achieve. 
 Recently, I was surprised to find 
that, at our very own school, in Ridge-
field, CT, there is racial discrimination 
and hate being spread.  It is appall-
ing that hate carvings have been found 
etched into desks in our high school. In 
addition, there has been a case of black-
face demonstrated on Snapchat.  What 
I find fascinating is that so many of the 
students here at RHS are highly unaware 
of the hate being spread around school. 
The problem is, how can we draw atten-
tion to these issues to educate the school 
as a whole, without glorifying those 
guilty of these hateful crimes? We can-
not ignore these microaggressions, but 
we also cannot draw too much attention 
to them either. 
 Before I start, I would like to 
elaborate on what a microaggression ac-
tually is.  The Oxford Dictionary defines 
a “microaggression” as “a statement, ac-
tion, or incident regarded as an instance 
of indirect, subtle, or unintentional dis-
crimination against members of a mar-
ginalized group such as a racial or eth-
nic minority.” After asking myself, “how 
can I obtain more information on this 
subject?” I decided to interview about 
ten students from different grade lev-
els in order to have a good read of what 
students of varying ages thought. I in-
terviewed select freshmen, sophomores, 
juniors and seniors. I asked them all the 
same question: Have you heard of the 
term microaggression? 
 3 out of 10 of the students I inter-
viewed had never heard this term before, 
and did not know what it even meant un-
til I described  examples of microaggres-
sions.  7 out of 10 students were aware of 
the term microaggression. 

 Next I asked if they had ever ex-
perienced or witnessed a microaggres-
sion. Four out of ten students told me that 
they had experienced some form of mi-
croaggression, and every student I spoke 
to had witnessed some sort of microag-
gression directed toward someone else. 
Some said that they were unaware that 
what they were witnessing was in fact 
a microaggression or that they thought 
it was only “teasing.”  Others were very 
certain  that they had witnessed a micro-
aggression. 
 One student told me that they 
had been told things such as “You don’t 
look Jewish.” Another student told me 
someone had asked them, “Aren’t you 
Asian?’ Another one told me that some-
one had once said to them, “Were your 
ancestors slaves?”  Additionally, one stu-
dent told me that they had seen “sopho-
mores trying to get work from freshmen” 
and that “they were trying to make the 
freshmen feel guilty.” 
 To further my studies, I re-
searched to see if underclassmen were 
more likely to experience a microaggres-
sion. The answers to this question var-
ied. One anonymous sophomore told me, 
“yes because they are less mature,”  while 
an anonymous junior told me, “it is not 
limited to class”. Lastly, an anonymous 
freshmen told me “It depends on who 
you spend your time with.” 
 Now, are freshmen unaware of 
microaggressions? Only one student told 
me that they did not think freshmen were 
unaware, but every other student I spoke 
to in fact thought freshmen were in fact 
completely oblivious. Another anony-
mous junior told me “As I junior, I look 
back on it and realize I was unaware.” 
After speaking to these students, I real-
ized how much there is going on that my 
classmates and I may not realize. It goes 
to show that even though, at times, ev-
erything may seem picture-perfect, there 
is more happening than what meets the 
eye. We must now, more than ever, stop 
and think before we speak! We need to 
be far more conscious of what we say 
to someone and how our words may be 
perceived.  2018 is still young — we have 
time to spread love and not hate!

Micro-
aggressions
Around
RHS
Elena Margaux Tittel ‘21

We must 
now 

more than 
ever 
stop 

and think 
before we 

speak!
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John Schneider 
Elizabeth Schroppe 
Veronica Side
Natalie Silver
Lindsay Spallone
Ben Spiegelman
Raymond Sun
Caroline Suozzi
Mathew Szpakowski
Paige Tarpey
Ava Thompson 
Francisco Turdera
Michael Turner
Margaret Vanni
Sophia Viola
Eric von 
   Recklinghausen
Dylan Weaver
Meg Williams 
Julia Wilson
Alycia Wong

University of Miami
University of Pittsburgh
SUNY College of Environmental 
   Science and Forestry (SUNY ESF)

NYU Shanghai
Liberty University 
Cornell University 
University of Michigan 
University of Michigan
Georgetown University 
University of South Carolina 
The University of Alabama
Smith College
University of Connecticut
University of Virginia
Northeastern University 
Bowdoin College
University of Connecticut (Storrs)
University of Richmond
Loyola University Maryland
University of Vermont
University of Mary Washington
University of Vermont
University of Alabama
Carnegie Mellon University
The University of Miami
Boston University
Vanderbilt University
James Madison University 
University of California Berkeley
Stony Brook University
American University
American University
Tulane University 
George Washington University 
Hobart and William Smith Colleges
Syracuse University
Villanova University
Belmont University
Lafayette College
University of New Hampshire
Roger Williams University 
Washington University in St. Louis
Washington University in St. Louis 
University of California Los Angeles
Washington University in St. Louis
University of Virginia
Lynn University
Yale University
Bucknell University 
New York University
Bucknell University 

Concordia University in Montreal
MIT
Providence College
Rice University
Rice University 
Rhode Island College
Syracuse University
Emerson College
University of Richmond
College of the Holy Cross
Cornell University 
Ithaca College
Brigham Young University Idaho
Boston College
Western Connecticut State University
University of Connecticut
Syracuse University
University of Maryland- College Park
University of Arizona
Fordham University
Yale University
Roger Williams University
Fairfield University
University of South Florida 
Seattle University
Texas A&M University
Paul Smith’s College
University of Georgia
Pratt Institute 
Sarah Lawrence College
Marist College 
University of Virginia 
George Washington University 
Williams College
College of the Holy Cross
New York University
University of California Berkeley
Loyola University Maryland
Virginia Tech
James Madison University 
Vassar College 
Northeastern University
Trinity College
University of Vermont
University of Connecticut
University of Connecticut

UMass Amherst
Roger Williams University 
Providence College
Tufts University

SENIOR INTENTIONS As part of the final edition of the Ridgefielder for 
the 2017-2018 school year, we surveyed 
the senior class about their future intentions.  

What follows is a compilation of seniors’ 
college choices.Those who did not 
respond to our survey are not included.
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98%one of our planning meetings. It’s im-
portant that these students are remem-
bered as people, ones with personalities 
and people that cared about them.
Directly after the walkout, the student 
organizers of the event (I included) spoke 
with the press about what had just taken 
place. The overwhelming attitude of the 
group was that of triumph. Our mission 
had been reached, and we couldn’t have 
asked for a more positive, conflict-free 
event. Nevertheless, I came to realize that 
this was partially an illusion. Many still 
voiced serious contempt for the project 
we had worked so hard to accomplish, ei-
ther on social media or directly in school 
to one another. What I found to be the 
largest grievance with the walkout, after 
reviewing numerous discussions on the 
Ridgefield facebook page and talking 
with peers one-on-one, was that the event 
was perceived to be too organized by the 
administration. In this wave of student 
activism that we see in the news nowa-
days, the allure to “stick it to the man” 

is throbbing around the nation. There’s 
this slogan that has been made popular at 
many of the anti-gun rallies that partic-
ularly embodies this sentiment: “Adults 
have failed to stop school shootings. Now 
it’s the kids’ turn to try.” It’s a message 
that rings true in many ways, yet I’d ask 
those who had something negative to say 
about the walkout not to misunderstand 
what it means.
 Let’s make one thing very clear 
about the walkout that was organized 
at RHS: it was 100% student-run. RHS 
teacher Jennifer DeJulio did in fact offer 
her assistance in making the event pos-
sible with her logistical guidance, but 
nevertheless, all decisions concerning 
the walkout were made by the student 
organizers. Secondly, something needs to 
be said for the walkouts that have been 
taking place all over the nation. A lot of 
teachers and administrations are trying 
to suppress them. Do not forget that for 
many students in America, the freedom 
to speech and protest has come at a price. 
Kids are being suspended for trying to 
make their voice heard. They are actual-
ly being dragged away from protests by 
school security. Teachers are threatening 
to fail kids who march. All the while, Dr. 
Gross made sure that our event at RHS 
had a rain date. Don’t assume that just 
because you are not yelling over another 
person’s voice doesn’t mean you are not 
being heard. You may disagree with me 
all you like, and I understand that. All I 
can say, simply as a student, is that I like 
being able to participate in the national 
dialogue and having a school that will 
support me in my efforts.

 98%. This is the percentage of 
RHS students who got up out of their 
seats on a Wednesday morning and 
marched out into the blistering cold for 
17 minutes in remembrance of  17 high 
schoolers who were killed by a gunman 
in Parkland, Florida. 98% of RHS stu-
dents decided that these lives lost would 
not just be remembered as statistics, 
no, these were people no different from 
themselves. These were students who, 
like them, have had to grow up in an era 
where school shootings are the norm. In 
the 1950s, children practiced hiding un-
der desks in the event of a Soviet missile 
attack. Now, we must practice hiding in 
dark rooms in the event that our attacker 
is one of our own.
 As one of the student organiz-
ers of the event, I will wholeheartedly 
voice how pleased I was that so many 
of my friends, peers, and teachers chose 
to participate in the school walkout. 
The mission of the event was to create a 
unifying experience for members of the 
RHS community to take part in, one that 
put aside politics and solely focused on 
bringing people together. In so many 
ways, we were able to accomplish this 
goal with an outpouring of enthusiasm 
and support. The day began with stu-
dents hearing an announcement on the 
loudspeaker. 17 chimes were sounded 
and the names of the Parkland students 
who lost their lives were read aloud. This 
signaled the vast majority of the student 
body to drop what they were doing and 
leave the building. Along the outdoor 
path that was designated for the walk-
out hang posters with the pictures of the 
Parkland victims along with their name 
and age. Also on the posters were a few of 
the victims’ hopes, aspirations, or unique 
qualities that made them who they were. 
I had the idea to include these details in 

ESSAY CLAYBROOK VAUGHAN, ‘19

THE WALKOUT FROM ANOTHER PERSPECTIVE:

Photo courtesy of Alycia Wong, ‘18.
Taken at March for Our Lives, NYC.
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 We certainly have much more 
to talk about in the months ahead. I sat 
down with Paul Kim to discuss what’s 
ahead. You may know him as a legendary 
student weatherman, but he is also play-
ing a major role in the movement to en-
act more gun control. He was a chief ar-
chitect in the April 20th National School 
Walkout, founded by RHS sophomore 
Lane Murdock. I asked him a variety of 
questions to get a better understanding 
of his take on the current climate of our 
school. 
 Editor’s note: The following inter-
view was conducted in early April, before the 
National School Walkout.

When you got word that there had been 
a school shooting in Parkland, Florida, 
why did you feel that now was the time 
to call others to action? With all of the 
school shootings that occur nowadays, 
what made this one unique? Why did this 
one speak to you?

It all started with a realization that I 
didn’t want this to become the new nor-
mal. My own desensitization to the trag-
edy left me sickened and desiring action. 

It’s no doubt that you are a very outspo-
ken individual. People who don’t know 
you need to look no further than your 
instagram bio that says “The last of the 
loud”. If I were to have asked you a year 
ago that you would be playing such a 
strong role in this cause, would you have 
been surprised? 

All credit really goes to Lane for having 
the vision to spark such a movement. I’ve 

just been incredibly fortunate to play a 
small part in it. But as for my expecta-
tions… you know me, Clay, I never like 
to aim small. The line from my Insta-
gram bio actually comes from a poem by 
Gwendolyn Brooks that was on display at 
the Chicago Art Institute last fall. 

School shootings are not the only issue 
you have publically vocalized concern for 
this year, or even this month. You’ve also 
made headlines voicing concern over the 
former superintendent and here alleged 
plagiarism. Why did her use of another 
district’s letter, especially given the fact 
that the letter was a formal address re-
garding school shootings, trouble you so 
much?

The superintendent’s decision to plagia-
rize obviously displayed a level of cal-
lousness that made me uncomfortable 
and raised questions about the profes-
sionalism and integrity that she brought 
to the job. 

What were your thoughts on the March 
14th walk out? Although I was one of 
the student organizers of the event, I also 
heard lots of criticisms (especially on 
facebook) claiming that the march did 
not do enough to take a stand against 
guns. Even though the day was intended 
to be a day of unity rather than a political 
statement, did you feel it made enough of 
an impact? 

I thought the execution of the event was 
seamless, it was clear that the organizers 
put a lot of thought and care into mak-
ing sure the event served to memorialize 
the victims in Parkland. I thought that it 
lived up to the mission of the event. The 
main criticism of the event largely came 
from those who misunderstood its pur-
pose. The day was not intended to be a 
political statement, a call to action, or a 
protest. I’m very proud to be able to call 
the organizers of the event my friends.

How will your walkout in April be differ-
ent from the one in March? What should 
people expect?

Expect more calls to action, guest speak-
ers, speeches from students. We’re send-
ing a statement straight from Ridgefield 

to Washington, DC that the students of 
America are no longer going to shrug off 
countless acts of tragedy. This time we’re 
going to do something.

You, Lane, and Max all made headlines 
when you met with our senators to ad-
dress gun violence. What was the most 
meaningful moment that came out of 
that experience?

Getting to talk to parents who lost chil-
dren to gun violence and hearing their 
stories is an experience I’ll probably nev-
er forget. 

Do you fear that this movement has the 
potential to die out? How can we prevent 
this from happening?

We certainly have a lot of things planned 
for after the walkout and we’re working 
with nationwide organizations to help 
us achieve some pretty dope goals. If I 
had any advice to my RHS peers, just stay 
active and never let anyone tell you that 
your voice is irrelevant. 

Recently, Florida legislators passed a bill 
ensuring that dogs will never be forced to 
go in overhead bins on planes only days 
after a dog on a United Airlines flight suf-
focated in one. They seem to be more mo-
tivated to protect dogs in that state than 
their children. Thoughts?

Special interests dominate politics; when 
Congress responds to a great tragedy 
such as Parkland with complete inaction 
it’s clear that money is the motivating 
force in our political system. 

Very recently, word got out that a school 
shooting happened in Maryland. Do see 
this as a boost to the cause, or a sign that 
horrible things will continue to take place 
at the hands of a polarized government?

Every time I hear the news of yet another 
incident of gun violence my heart pains 
thinking of the victims and their fami-
lies. It’s disheartening that another in-
cident occurred in Maryland; until Con-
gress takes serious and decisive action to 
prevent mass shootings, this will contin-
ue to be our reality.

Photo courtesy of Paul Kim.
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THANK YOU

Through Tragedy 
Comes Strength 
and Unity

PUZZLES

FEATURE • SARA HUNT, ‘19

QUESTIN MCQUILKIN, ‘20 

Answers in upper right corner.
Rotate magazine and hold up to a 
mirror to read them!

to everyone who 
contributed their skills 

in writing or design
 this year!

Aaron Cohen, ’21
Adrianna Davis, ’18

Andrew Dong, ’21
Audrey Porter, ’19

Ben Spiegelman, ’18
Ben Sulzinsky, ‘18

Callie McQuilkin, ’18
Claybrook Vaughan, ’19

Connor Hunt, ’21
Dylan Desmarais, ’20

Elena Tittel, ’21
Emma Bruce, ‘18
Grant Yaun, ’19
Iris DeFino, ‘21

Matthew Brooks, ’20
Maxwell Kaye, ‘21
Morgan Held, ’18

Questin McQuilkin, ’20
Reva Podila, ’20

Sage Tzamouranis, ’18
Sara Hunt, ’19

Tara Krishna, ’19
Tarah Sleight, ’21

Executive editors:
Callie McQuilkin, ‘18

Sara Hunt, ‘19
Audrey Porter, ‘19

Layout and design:
Ben Sulzinsky, ‘18

Thanks for reading!

video featured students from numerous 
schools saying “We are Douglas Strong,” 
“We stand together,” “United as one,” 
“Policy Change,” or “Never again.” Alp-
erstein plans on sending the video to 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas School to 
show them that the entire United States 
has their back.
 The Spanish River Community 
High School students got the word out 
on social media platforms and sent it to 
friends from camp, family members, and 
relatives living in other states.  They got 
videos from states all around the coun-
try and they even got videos from a high 
school in Israel and a high school in Chi-
na as well.  The response they got was 
overwhelming and truly inspiring, Alp-
erstein said.
 “The best part of making the video was 
getting to see the emails come in from 
states not related to us at all and it just 
showed that people do care and change 
can be made,” she said.
 It is heartwarming to see the 
country coming together as one, despite 
being under such tragic circumstances.  
Such action might not have happened 
without the persistence and compassion 
of students all over the United States.  
Everyone can draw inspiration from the 
actions of these students for years to 
come.

Following the recent tragedy in Park-
land, Florida, students from all over 

the United States were inspired to stand 
up for themselves and their safety.  Many 
students participated in school walkouts, 
marches in major cities, and other forms 
of protest to make their voices heard.
 While many students took ac-
tion regarding protests, many students 
took other approaches to support Park-
land.  One school in particular, Spanish 
River Community High School, came up 
with many different ideas to show their 
support.  The boys lacrosse team sold 
#StonemanStrong tee shirts and many of 
the school’s clubs created fundraisers to 
stand with Marjory Stoneman Douglas 
School.
 In addition, the school created 
a video featuring students all over the 
country.  One student, Lily Alperstein, 
a senior at SRCHS, helped compile clips 
of footage into a single, short film. The 


